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What Are The Longest Runways
In The World?

‘one mile of highway will take you just one mile...but a mile of runway will take you anywhere 'thisis asaying
that people in the aviation world love to repeat.
Of course, in reality, the largest jets need closer to two miles of runway, and ‘anywhere’ is restricted to fuel
and weight limitations! What are the longest runways in the world, and why do we need them?

Why do we need long runways?

At the most basic level, long runways are needed to allow
an aircraft to accelerate to an acceptable speed that will
produce lift and become airborne. In general, the larger
and heavier the plane is, the more speed is required, and
therefore, more runway length needed.

Additional runway length can also help with unfavorable
weather conditions, which, for landing, in particular,
will help with safety. Extra stopping distance may be
required due to a slippery runway, perhaps lightly coated
by snow. Hotter temperatures and high altitudes will also
affect an aircraft’s length of runway needed on take -off.
Qamdo Bamda: The world’s longest runway?

Our research leads us to believe that China’s Qamdo
Bamda Airport has the world’s longest runway at 5,500
meters. Located in south-central China, nestled in the
eastern portion of the Himalayan mountain range north of
Myanmar, the runway s length is a necessity due to its high
altitude.

In fact, the airport and runway are situated 4,400 meters
above sea level. As we alluded to above, high altitude
affects engine performance and the ability for wings to
acquire the lift needed to get the aircraft airborne.

It’s possible that this “was” the world’s longest runway as

some reports note that the 5,500 meter runway was closed
and replaced by a 4,500 -meter runway .

Zhukovsky International Airport

At 5400 meters,Moscow’s Zhukovsky International
Airporthas the 2nd longest runway in the world (or first,
depending on the situation at Qamdo Bamda). The runway
was opened in 2016, with Zhukovsky serving as Moscow s
fourth international airport (along with Sheremetyevo,
Domodedovo,and Vnukovo).

At any rate, the airport’s runway stands as the longest in
Europe and will have no problem at all handling a fully
loaded Airbus A380 or Antonov An-225.

Other notable runways

Below are some other notably long runways around the
world:

Shigatse Peace Airport in China: 5,000 meters

Ulyanovsk Vostochny Airport in Russia: 5,000 meters
Embraer Unidade Gavido Peixoto Airport in Brazil: 4,967
meters

Further down the list, but within 100 meters of Embraer
Unidade Gavido Peixoto Airport, you'll find the runways
of Upington (South Africa), Denver (USA), and Doha
(Qatar).
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Flying First Class?
Is It Worth The High Price?

First class is the most luxurious way to fly. With access to the best airport facilities, the most spacious and
private seating on board and fine dining, it is, of course, a fantastic way to travel. But with shockingly high
prices the norm, it can seem out of reach for most travelers.

This article takes a look at this top class of service and what the first class product is like on many airlines. We
also consider whether it is worth the price, how to get better deals, and where first class is heading, given that

business class is improving with many airlines.

What is first class?

Put simply, first class the top tier of service offered by
some, but by no means all, of the largest airlines. It’s all
about privacy, flexibility, and luxury.

These days it will always include fully flat beds, either as
large seats or private enclosed suites, as well as excellent
food and drink. This is often prepared on-demand, and
with extensive choice.

We are looking in this guideat international first
class, generally on long haul services. Domestic first
class is also a common appearance on US airlines.
This, naturally, differs both in price and service from

international first class.

How has first class evolved?

A bit of history for those that are interested. Where has
the luxurious first class we see today come from?

In the early days of aviation, there was generally just
one class. This started off as a basic product on small
aircraft, but soon changed to match high-end demand for
air travel. By 1935, for example, the DC3 was offering
single cabin transcontinental service in the US, with
spacious seating and beds.

Splitting cabins into economy and first class become
more common as aviation expanded in the 1950s. TWA
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was one of the first airlines to offer separate cabins in
its Super Constellation aircraft.

The introduction of the Boeing 747 in 1969 gave airlines
a chance to change things again. The extra space offered
allowed for larger seats and even lounges, and first
class improved significantly. The same extra space, and
growth in passenger numbers, led to the introduction of a
third class, business class, during the 1970s.

First class then improved further to differentiate it, with
the first flat beds being installed by airlines such as British
Airways in the mid-1990s, and setting the trend for the
improvements that have taken place today . In some ways,
it’s surprising it took so long to happen, given that back in
the 1930s, this was common.

What do you get with first class?

As with all cabins of service, first class offerings differ
between airlines. But in general, you can expect a
premium experience throughout the journey. First class
will usually include:

At the airport:

Priority first class check -in and boarding.

Access to airline lounges (many airlines have dedicated
first class lounges at their hubs or significant locations).
Chauffeur services to /from the airport (this is reducing,
but Emirates still offers this).

Premium seats or suites onboard:

All international first class seat will be flat beds these
days.

Many airlines offer semi-enclosed or fully enclosed
suites.

Some seats or suites offer the possibility to combine to
relax, dine, or work.

Larger entertainment screens.

Top-class service:

A higher ratio of cabin attendants to passengers.

More attentive service, and ability to set your own
schedule for rest /dining.

Luxury products and bedding.

Larger and better-equipped bathrooms. Some airlines
offer shower facilities on the A380.

Extra facilities, including bar or lounge areas on board
with some airlines.

How does first class differ from business class?

One of the significant changes that has effected first class
inrecent years is the improvement in business class . many
airlines now offer fully flat beds in long haul business
class, and some are introducing suite -style seating.
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A good example of this is the new Club Suite introduced
by British Airways. This is a significant improvement
over its previous Club World business class, and there
are now only minor improvements available in first class.
While airlines that offer first class will always provide
an improved product over business class, there is a limit
to what they can do. When you can have a spacious seat
or flat bed, with a large video screen and plenty of space
to dine and work, how much more do you need (or more
importantly , how much more will you pay for?)

First class though, still retains a premium place. It offers
asmaller and quieter cabin and privacy. It also provides
more attentive service, more flexibility in service and
schedule, and higher quality dining. It’s up to passengers
to decide whether it is worth it!

What does the future look like for first class?

There is no doubt first class is declining. As we have
described in this guide, business class continues to
improve, making it harder to justify the additional
expense.

Many airlines have abandoned first class, and the number
of seats has decreased with most airlines that have kept
it. British Airways, for example, offered around 560,000
first class seats across its fleet in 2019. By 2018, it had
almost 100,000 less.

Emirates is the main exception to this. It had 600,000 first
class seats available in 2019, up from 310,000 in 2018.
It sees strong demand for paid first class, claiming the
privacy it offers as the main factor.

There is undoubtedly a place for first class, but is there
enough demand for it to remain? In the short to medium
term, it likely will. Although possibly in smaller cabins.
It still offers a premium experience that airlines can use
for marketing to companies and VIP travelers. It also
provides a reward for frequent flyers loyalty, and an
aspirational aim of continuing to fly (and collect miles)
with an airline.

But longer term first class is certainly under threat. While
it is true that airlines make more of their income from
business and first class, these economics can be shifted
more to business than first. There are also alternatives
for those that can afford it. If passengers are paying for
the privacy and their own space, then why not opt for a
private jet, especially as first class availability reduces
commercially. And for those that can’t pay for this, an
improved business class will be more than good enough.
If you want to fly it, better to do so now whilst more
options remain!
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