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Where Are Luithansa Technik's
Main Maintenance Bases?

The company’s main base is in Hamburg, but where else can Lufthansa Technik be found?

~e Lufthansa Technik

German flag carrier Lufthansa has a large fleet that
consists of close to 300 aircraft. Keeping such a
significant number of planes operational is a huge
undertaking, and the airline does so through its own
engineering division. Known as Lufthansa Technik,
this part of the company has bases situated all around the
world. But where exactly are these?

The main base

A dedicated maintenance and engineering team has
supported Lufthansa for decades. Nonetheless, it
only came into existence as a separate entity, namely
Lufthansa Technik, in January 1995. However,
while this branch of the company was a new creation,
its primary base was not. This facility is located in
Hamburg, in northern Germany.

Close

Hamburg is an interesting location for such a base. It is
a key city for European aviation, with Airbus having a
significant presence there. However, for Lufthansa,
it is a minor airport. Indeed, the German flag carrier
serves just two domestic routes from there. As such, the
reason for Lufthansa Technik’s significant presence in
Hamburg is a historical one.

A maintenance base has existed in Hamburg since 1951.
This predates the post-war establishment of Lufthansa
as Germany’s new peacetime flag carrier in 1953.
However, the reason for the base’s construction was, in
fact, in preparation for the new airline’s launch. Today,
it hosts some 7,500 employees over more than 750,000
square meters.

Elsewhere in Europe

In terms of flights, Lufthansa’s main hub is situated

in Frankfurt. As such, it is no surprise to find that the
carrier’s maintenance arm also has a base at Frankfurt
Airport. The largest city in Hessen is actually home to
two divisions of Lufthansa Technik: Lufthansa Technik
Maintenance International and Lufthansa Engineering
and Operational Services.

Of course, being a strongly international airline,
Lufthansa Technik also has European bases situated
outside of its German homeland. The furthest west of
these is located in Shannon, Ireland. Shannon is also
hometo a Lufthansa Technik aviation training academy,
and an engine component repair shop (Lufthansa
Technik Turbine Shannon). Lufthansa Technik also
has bases in the following European locations. Some
are general maintenance bases, whereas others have
particular specialties. For example, the company’s UK
base in Hayes, London specializes in ‘Landing Gear
Services.’

M Brussels, Belgium.

B Budapest, Hungary.

® London, UK.

H Luga, Malta.

B Milan, Italy.

 Moscow, Russia

m Sofia, Bulgaria.

The rest of the world Lufthansa Technik also has an
established presence in several key non-European
locations around the world. One of these is Lufthansa
Technik Middle East, which can be found on the
grounds of Dubai World Central Airport in the UAE.
Meanwhile, Lufthansa Technik Component Services is
situated in the USA, namely in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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British Airways Flight 5390: How A Pilot
Survived 20 Minutes Outside A Flying Jet

The incident occurred after one of the
aircraft's windshield panels blew out
inflight.

Explosive decompressions can cause a
serious threat to life onboard an aircraft.
Such incidents are rare, but one stands
out as a particularly incredible story of
survival. Specifically, in June 1990, the
captain of a British Airways BAC 1-11
survived being sucked out of his seat and
pinned to the aircraft’s exterior for 20
minutes. Let’s explore the unbelievable
tale of British Airways flight BA5390.

The flight in question

British Airways flight 5390 was a service
from Birmingham (BHX)
Malaga-Costa del Sol (AGP), Spain’s

fourth-busiest airport. This was, and

down to

remains, an immensely popular leisure

corridor among sun-seeking British
tourists looking to enjoy a Spanish holiday.
Today, Jet2, Ryanair, and TUI all ply this
route year-round, with easyJet also doing

so0 on a seasonal basis.

Close

On the other hand, British Airways no
longer operates out of Birmingham. That
being said, it does still serve Malaga from
London City and Heathrow all year long,
as well as Southampton and London
Gatwick seasonally. This underlines the
destination’s nationwide popularity among
travelers from all over the UK.

The date of the alarming incident was

35

4.

June 10th, 1990. While this falls outside typical British school
holiday dates, the flight was still reasonably well loaded, with 81
passengers (and six crew). Flight BA5390 was operated by the
stretched BAC 1-11-500. This had a maximum capacity of 119
passengers seated five abreast. It departed Birmingham at 08:20

local time.

The aircraft involved

As we have established, the aircraft operating flight BA5390 on
June 10th, 1990 was a BAC 1-11-500. According to data from
ATDB.aero, British Airways operated 35 of these rear-engined
planes from 1974 to 1993. Additionally, it also flew nine examples
of the shorter BAC 1-11-400 from 1974 to 1998.

This particular example bore the registration G-BJRT. It was
named County of South Glamorgan, after a coastal region of South
Wales. It had only joined BA in 1988, although it was not brand-
new at this point. Indeed, it had originally entered service with
West Germany's Bavaria Fluggesellschaft in 1971, which was

renamed Bavaria Germanair in 1977.

The aircraft joined fellow German airline Hapag-Lloyd Flug in



After the incident

The crew of British Airways flight 5390 became highly
decorated in the aftermath of the incident. First Officer
Atchison and flight attendants Susan Gibbins and Nigel
Ogden were awarded the Queen’s Commendation for

Valuable Service in the Air for their heroism.

Atchison also received a Polaris award in 1992 for his
efforts amid the frightening and challenging conditions
that faced him. He flew for Jet2 after leaving BA,
eventually retiring in June 2015 on his 65th birthday.
Captain Lancaster returned to the skies just five
months after the incident, and also flew for easylet

before retiring in 2008.

As for the aircraft, it ultimately spent just three more
years with BA, departing in 1993 for Romanian airline
Jaro International. It saw out the final eight years of
its career here, eventually retiring in 2001 after thirty
years of service. Needless to say, these three decades
never had another flight quite like the incredible
survival story of flight BA5390.

A similar occurrence four years ago

As it happens, British Airways flight BA5390 is not
the only flight to have lost its windshield inflight.
Indeed, much more recently, May 14th, 2018 saw the
same thing happen to a Sichuan Airlines Airbus A319
operating flight 3U8633 from China’s Chongging
Jiangbei International (CKG) to Lhasa Gonggar
Airport (LXA) in Tibet.

In this instance, the flight’s First Officer was partially
sucked from the cockpit, but also survived the ordeal
with facial abrasions, a minor right eye injury, and
a sprained wrist. The service made an emergency
landing in Chengdu, with investigators finding that the
cause of the incident was moisture having damaged a

seal.

too short for the heavily fueled BAC 1-11. However,
the aircraft didn’t have the ability to dump fuel to save
weight, leaving Atchison with no other options. The
flight touched down safely at Southampton at 08:55

local time.

The landing took place 35 minutes after the flight’s
initial departure from Birmingham. By this time,
Captain Lancaster had been pinned outside the cockpit
for more than 20 minutes, causing his colleagues to

fear the worst about his survival prospects.

However, he somehow survived the tremendous
ordeal, with just a handful of injuries to show for it.
Lancaster suffered frostbite due to the time spent
outside the aircraft, as well as shock, bruising, and
fractures to his arms, hands, and wrists. Steward Nigel
Ogden was the only other seriously injured party,

suffering frostbite and a dislocated shoulder.

The investigation

Investigators quickly got to work on the alarming
incident, and soon uncovered an equally shocking
cause. This came about after the missing window,
and many of its 90 bolts, were located in Cholsey,
Oxfordshire. The village is around 5.5 miles (9 km)
from Didcot, where the aircraft had been above at the
time of its decompression.

Upon examination, investigators found that the bolts
used to hold the windscreen in place were fractions
of a centimeter too narrow and short. They had been
installed the night before the incident, when engineers

changed the windscreen panel during maintenance.

While seemingly marginal, this difference meant they
could not withstand the air pressure difference between
the cabin and the outside at altitude. This difference is
what caused the decompression. The investigation
highlighted malpractice at BA’s maintenance facility
in Birmingham, finding that workers had taken

shortcuts to expedite procedures.
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1979, before moving on in 1981. This took it from Germany to

the UK, where it joined British Caledonian, as seen above. It was
with the carrier for seven years before BA acquired the airline and
its fleet in 1988. At the time of the incident, G-BJRT had been in
service for a total of 19 years.

Decompression over Didcot

Following an uneventful departure under the control of First
Officer Alastair Atchison, the flight climbed out of Birmingham
on a southerly heading towards the Spanish sunshine. During the
climb, Atchison handed control of the aircraft over to Captain Tim

Lancaster.

13 minutes after the flight's departure from Birmingham, at 08:33
local time, G-BJRT was at an altitude of 17,300 feet over the
railway town of Didcot, Oxfordshire. This was the point at which
the flight’s storyline took a sudden and alarming turn. Specifically,
the windscreen on Captain Lancaster’s side explosively separated
from the plane with a loud bang.

In a terrifying turn of events, the force of the sudden explosive
decompression caused by the window coming loose propelled
Captain Lancaster head-first out of the climbing aircraft. Luckily,
he caught his legs on the flight controls, which prevented him
from being sucked out altogether. However, this disengaged the

autopilot, forcing the plane to descend.

Rapid descent

The aircraft picked up speed during its sudden descent as the

37

decompression had caused the cockpit
door to collapse inwards, jamming the
throttle controls. First Officer Atchison
elected to continue the descent to a safe
altitude in terms of air pressure and oxygen

levels.

This was because the 1-11 did not have
sufficient auxiliary oxygen supplies for
its entire contingent of passengers and
crew. Meanwhile, cabin crew members
had entered the cockpit to hold on to
Captain Lancaster’s body. They feared
that, if let go, his body might damage the
wings or even be ingested into the engines,

potentially causing further danger.

Emergency landing at Southampton
With the plane’s flight attendants holding
Captain Lancaster in place, First Officer
Atchison was able to regain full control
of the aircraft, and set about initiating
the process of an emergency landing.
Air Traffic Control directed the flight to
Southampton Airport.

There were fears that the runway might be
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Qantas Resumes Non-Stop Flights
Between Perth & London

The seventeen-hour Qantas flight between Perth and London is back. After a two-year plus pause, Qantas
resumed the long-haul flights on Monday, operating VH-ZNA on the QF9 Melbourne - Perth - Londonservice.
Qantas is now back running the service once a day - it's QF9 over to London, and QF10 back to Australia. The
9,000 plus mile (14,500 kilometer) flight is one of the longest scheduled flights in the world.

On Monday, VH-ZNA, aBoeing 787-9 Dreamliner,
pushed back in Melbourne for the three-hour and
40-minute flight west to Perth. The transit in Perth was
longer than timetabled, and the jet didn)t depart until after
20:00 local time. At the time of publication, VH-ZNA is
around halfway to London and is due to touch down there
justbefore 07:00 (local time) on Tuesday.

Darwin Airport’'s moment in the sun is ending

The Perth pitstop means QF9/QF10 will no longer transit
in Darwin (DRW) when flying between Melbourne and
London. QF1/QF2, which flies the Sydney (SYD) -
London route, will continue to touchdown in Darwin until
next month when services resume flying through Singapore
(SIN) once again. At this point, Darwin will resume its
status as a sleepy Qantas port, with only one QF-operated
international service out of the airport and a handful of daily
domestic flights down to Australia’s southern capitals.

But Darwin’s loss is Perth’s gain, or rather, regain. For all
the hoopla surrounding QF9/QF10, the London via Perth
flights only began in 2018 - they’ve not been operating
for longer than they’ve actually operated. Still, the flights
helped cement Perth Airport’s potential future role as a
jumping-off point for Qantas flights heading out over the
Indian Ocean. Despite the pandemic disruptions, Qantas
now plans to start Perth - Rome in June and has floated the
idea of future Perth - Johannesburg flights.

Good news for Perth Airport

After a few hours on the ground in London, the Qantas
Dreamliner will turn around to operate QF10 back to
Melbourne, closing the last doors just before midday and
landing in Perth at 11:40 the following day. The evening
departure from Perth and the late morning QF10 arrival
gives connecting passengers plenty of time to hop on or
off flights in Perth to or from the feeder cities of Sydney,
Brisbane, and Adelaide. One of the QF9/QF10 selling
points is the ease of transfer in Perth, with all Qantas
services using the connected Terminals Three and Four.
“This direct service will be convenient for those passengers
heading to the UK and Europe and will help recover the UK
tourism market for Western Australia,” said Perth Airport
CEO Kevin Brown. “We are looking forward to working
constructively with Qantas as we rebuild the sector with the
direct London service as well as the direct Rome service
which commences in June.”

The reinstatement of the Perth - London flights is another
step towards restoring Qantas’ international network.
Except for flights into North Asia, Qantas has returned or
confirmed it will return to most ofits former ports. Capacity
and frequencies are necessarily what they were pre-
pandemic, with Qantas having to balance aircraft and crew
availability, travel restrictions, and passenger demand.
But the return of QF9 and QF10 to Perth highlights the big
Australian airline is flying in the right direction.
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